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Guide Overview

The curriculum is a sophisticated blend of educational strategies, course content, learning outcomes, educational experiences, assessment, the educational environment and the individual students’ learning style, personal timetable and programme of work. Curriculum mapping can help both staff and students by displaying visually these key elements of the curriculum, and the relationships between them. Students can identify what, when, where and how they can learn. A curriculum map makes the curriculum more transparent to all the stakeholders including the teachers, the students, the curriculum developer, the manager, the public and the researcher. It helps teachers to exchange information about what is being taught and to co-ordinate this so that it reflects the overall goals of the school. The curriculum map can be seen as the glue which holds the curriculum together.

An introduction of curriculum mapping

An aspect of curriculum development which has been relatively neglected is communication about the curriculum. Curriculum mapping is concerned with what is taught (the content, the areas of expertise addressed, and the learning outcomes), how it is taught (the learning resources, the learning opportunities), when it is taught (the timetable, the curriculum sequence) and the measures used to determine whether the student has achieved the expected learning outcomes (assessment). Curriculum maps represent spatially the different components of the curriculum so that the whole picture and the relationships and connections between the parts of the map are easily seen. The curriculum map, like a road map, shows the different aspects of the curriculum and the relationships and the nature of the connections between them. With the curriculum map the user can look at how the different content areas relate to each other and how the course content relates to the learning opportunities available, the learning outcomes, and the assessment.

The different windows of the curriculum map

The curriculum map allows the curriculum to be viewed from different perspectives through ten

windows:

1. The expected learning outcomes

2. Curriculum content or areas of expertise covered

3. Student assessment

4. Learning opportunities

5. Learning location

6. Learning resources

7. Timetable

8. Staff

9. Curriculum management

10. Students

The windows in a curriculum map characterise different educational perspectives or approaches, e.g. the learning opportunities in resource based learning, the location in community based education and the learning outcomes in outcome based education. Figure 1 (page 3) gives a more detailed overview of a curriculum map with 10 major windows identified, and examples of areas within the windows illustrated. For clarity, links between the different windows and

all sub-divisions within a window are not shown. A curriculum map is the combined story of sets of nodes and their links. For example the node ‘Goitre’ in the content window may be linked to nodes in a series of other windows:

• Videotape of examination of neck:
Learning resource window

• Phase 2 OSCE Station 1:

Assessment window

• Iodine supplementation:

Learning outcome (health promotion) window

• Lecture on goitre:


Learning opportunity window

• Attendance at Endocrine Clinic:
Learning location window

• Biochemical tests of thyroid function: 
Learning outcome investigations window

Table 1 (page 3) summarises the particular needs of different users of the curriculum map and examples of questions they may ask of the map.
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