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BACKGROUND

This report follows on from the progress update submitted in November 2007.
Collaboration and communication within the community has continued using the model established in the original report with regular ‘Skype’ calls and less frequent face to face meetings.

FORMAL MEETINGS

The major formal meeting since the interim report was submitted was held at Nottingham Vet school on 15th January 2007. Notes from the meeting are available on the wiki (see http://w01.rvcwiki.wf.ulcc.ac.uk/index.php/Meeting_Notes_and_Action_Points) – major themes emerging were: 

(1) Undergraduate students – there was a reinforced willingness to be part of the project and students were keen to extend the disciplines covered beyond pathology. Concerns were raised about image permissions - there are ongoing discussions on this but the group has adopted the principle of acknowledging all sources and removing images where there is any doubt about permission. Interest was expressed in collaboration/ contact with students in other schools (those already involved and also encouraging other student to become involved).
(2) Residents – there was a recognition that undergraduates often prefer black and white solutions and any uncertainty or conflict of opinion was difficult for them but that the wiki approach could help with addressing this. It was pointed out that the wiki needs to be emphasised as a ‘learning tool and not a textbook’ and that students should be aware of that learning outcomes for given subjects would differ across the schools. The idea of residents (or vets in practice) contributing by adding cases to provide a context around which pathology could be emphasised was supported. Residents also recognised a need to build communication across their own community (in the UK having only 1 or 2 residents at a given University can be quite isolating and restrict the effectiveness of their professional development) and it was felt that the wikiVet community could support this. It was important that they were not ‘slaves to the wiki’ and in essence developed a parallel CoP which was beneficial to them. 

(3) Content - it was agreed that Nottingham would begin by focussing on physiology within systems that students felt most comfortable with. It was agreed that with this ‘widening of disciplines’, it would be appropriate to change the name of wikipath to wikivet and begin to embed other disciplines in a systems manner. In effect this brings to an end the CoP funded by HEA (wikipath) and moves the project on to the next phase. 

OVERVIEW OF EVOLUTION OF THE WIKI PROJECT
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DISSEMINATION

(1) CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS / ABSTRACTS

· AVTRW (Scarborough, March 18th 2008) The WikiVet Project

Tim Scase, Gillian Brown, Brian Cox, Susan Rhind, Nick Short, Ken Smith, Kim Whittlestone

· AMEE (Prague, September 2008). Abstract Submitted

(2) PUBLICATIONS.

The group is planning a future article in The Veterinary Record and Higher Education Academy subject centre newsletter 

THE FUTURE

GRANT APPLICATIONS

The wikivet group has been seeking additional funding to continue the project from external bodies such as the RCVS Trust. Although this has not been successful to date, we are confident that future funding will be obtained and will continue to submit applications to appropriate funding bodies. 

Conclusions

We have established a strong community of practice which is continually evolving. We have established a pathology wiki as proof of principle and are now planning on extending both the community and the subject areas covered within the project. 

The wiki group are extremely grateful to the Higher Education Academy for supporting this community of practice project which we believe has been an exciting initiative and has great potential for further development in the future. 

