Patient and Community Voices at the University of Leeds and beyond:  

Update on developments and resources, January 2007
· The School of Medicine, University of Leeds, has been working closely with its local community for some time to extend students’ direct contact with patients and families, with an established community liaison officer (Barry Ewart).  
· Small LTSN and local SHA funded projects in the Medical Education Unit have seeded a series of initiatives involving patients and the community in undergraduate medical and interprofessional curriculum design, teaching and assessment.  
· These efforts have been bolstered by collaborative projects with Fiona O’Neill from the School of Healthcare’s Centre for the Development of Health Care Policy and Practice, to link with local health service development and build capacity.  
· User involvement work is becoming embedded in the School and wider Faculty with the establishing of two involvement posts in the Schools of Medicine (Andrea Armitage as Senior Teaching Fellow in Communication Skills, Patient Perspective) and Healthcare (Chris Essen, Service User and Carer Involvement Development Worker), the appointment of a project worker to develop and support patient and public voices across the 4 Universities of West Yorkshire (Jools Symons) and the appointment of two further lecturers to develop research (Vikram Jha and Naomi Quinton). 

·  Future directions: 

· forming an interdisciplinary Centre to encourage collaborative approaches to learning with our community, with links to similar international initiatives 

· participation in a University-wide bid for a Beacon of Public Engagement.
Network events and resources
PEPIN network for people involved in educating professionals.  Great email resource. Join via: 
Chris Essen, School of Healthcare, University of Leeds at c.s.essen@leeds.ac.uk or www.jiscmail.ac.uk/archives/pepin.html 
The Mental Health in Higher Education project has done lots of work identifying resources across health and social care and has produced a Good Practice Guide to User Involvement, access via: 
Jill Anderson, University of Lancaster j.anderson@lancaster.ac.uk
Authenticity into Action, November 2007.  Conference called by University of Central Lancashire, November 2007, abstract deadline 23 February.  
Apply via ekelly@uclan.ac.uk 

Patient and Community Voices in Professional Learning: Building a Platform for Change, September 2006.  Meeting called by Penny Morris and Fiona O’Neill, University of Leeds, held at Clare College, Cambridge.  
Proceedings and evaluation via www.leeds.ac.uk/medicine/meu/voices06/index.html
Where’s the Patient Voice in Health Professional Education? November 2005.  Conference called at Vancouver by Division of Health Care Communication, University of British Columbia, with a Taskforce including Leeds University. 
Case studies, report and network via www.health-disciplines.ubc.ca/DHCC 
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